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His conversion probably took place before the autumn of the
following year, for we have a letter dated syth October 1533, to
Daniel, in which he asks his friend to exercise care in respect of
certain papers connected with Reform activities in Paris, and
refers to Gerard Roussel, their leader, as 'our Gerard'.1 Calvin
was definitely implicated in the effort on the following All Saints'
Day of Nicholas Cop, the new Rector of the University of Paris,
to set on foot a great Protestant movement by means of his
inaugural discourse; for when the police were foiled in their
attempt to arrest Cop on a charge of heresy, they looked for
Calvin instead, and were thwarted only by his precipitate flight.
This fact is properly explained only by the supposition that
Calvin had been converted to Protestantism at least some weeks
previously, probably some months. The attempt of Doumergue,3
however, to assure us that he must have been converted at least
as early as the preceding June, breaks down; it relies on the fact
that Calvin on the 27th of that month held a serious conversation
with a younger sister of Daniel who was about to enter a nunnery,
and urged her not to do so unless she was quite sure of her vocation
to it; surely any conscientious Catholic might have said what
Calvin said on this occasion. If the event has any importance for
us in this matter, it tends to point in the opposite direction to
that indicated by Doumergue; for why, if a Protestant, should he
countenance the girl's vows at all? We shall be on safest ground
if, with Lang,3 we simply say that Calvin was already converted
in the October of 1533 and that we know and can know no more
than that.
Hunt, however, seeks to convince us that Calvin was not
converted until the spring of 1534.* His main evidence for this
suggestion is that Calvin did not surrender until 4th May of that
year his share in the Chapel of Gesine and the cure of Pont-
1'Eveque, which had in large measure helped him to pay for his
education, and that in later years he called by the disparaging
title of Nicodemites those who, having seen the truth, refuse to
confess it, denying that he has ever set them an example.5 Hunt
discounts the part played by Calvin in the Cop affair by suggesting
that at the time of it he was ready to defend the sacramental
structure of the Catholic Church while attacking the saving merit
of works. But Hunt admits that this was not a very logical position
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